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1863.] taylor's poet's journal. 267 

that any such narrative exists, we gladly accept the fragmentary record 
now before us. No one can read it without feeling an increased 
respect for the author, both as a man and as a writer. 



13. — 1. The Patience of Hope. By the Author of " A Present 

Heaven." With an Introduction by John G. Whittiee. Boston : 

Ticknor and Fields. 1862. 16mo. pp.171. 
2. A Present Heaven. Addressed to a Friend. By the Author of 

"The Patience of Hope." Boston: Ticknor and Fields. 1863, 

16mo. pp. 172. 

Me. Whittier has rendered an acceptable service in introducing 
these two little volumes to American readers. They belong to a 
peculiar department of religious literature, and some of the writer's 
opinions are at least of doubtful soundness ; but they are written in a 
style so eloquent and persuasive, and are characterized by a spirit so 
humble and trustful, that no one can read them without pleasure and 
profit. Every page bears witness to the writer's earnestness of pur- 
pose and the depth of her religious experience ; she has meditated long 
and profoundly on the great truths of religion ; and Scriptural language 
seems to be the natural garb of her thoughts. It may, indeed, be justly 
objected to her view of the religious life, that the tendency of such a 
representation is to encourage the separation of the individual from 
society, and this objection Mr. Whittier attempts to answer in his In- 
troduction to " The Patience of Hope." But such a tendency is not 
likely to prevail in our age or country ; and the danger, if any, is more 
than counterbalanced by the positive benefit both to the individual and 
society which may be anticipated from the careful study of two works 
of such pure and lofty aim, and which are characterized by such evi- 
dent sincerity and unusual depth of spiritual insight. Of the two books, 
the second is, we think, the best and most instructive, since it is more 
systematic in the development of the thought, and not less eloquent in 
expression, than " The Patience of Hope," and is less open to the ob- 
jection to which we have adverted. Both volumes, however, are 
worthy of a place among the few books which are to be read often, 
and to be thoroughly pondered as eloset companions. 



14. — The Poet's Journal. By Ba.yard Taylor. Boston : Ticknor 
and Fields. 1863. 16mo. pp. 204. 

Bayard Taylor deservedly holds a high rank among our younger 
poets. He has a lively and delkate fancy, a rich and copious diction, 



